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combatant, and declared to his ministers that he in-
tended to await the issue quietly and to throw in his
lot with the side which fortune favoured.

In the very year in which France allied herself
with the Colonies against England (1778) Frederick's
long-expected struggle with Austria came to pass.
Joseph IL, whose restless desire to imitate the
achievements of the King of Prussia was not satis-
fied by his gains from Poland and the Turk, thought
that the moment had arrived for acquiring a portion
of Bavaria, the great geographical obstacle to the
consolidation of the Hapsburg lands. At the close
of the year 1777 the Elector of Bavaria died, and his
lands passed by right to the aged and childless
Elector Palatine. Austria, however, furbished up a
claim to a considerable portion of eastern Bavaria,
and on January 14, 1778, the Elector was half bribed,
half frightened into acquiescence. Two days later
10,000 Austrian troops occupied the ceded districts.
Joseph's triumph seemed to be assured.

Frederick, however, had still to be reckoned with.
Though his health was indifferent and his desire was
all for peace, he took up the challenge without an
hour's delay. Determined, as he said, "once for all
to humble Austrian ambition," he assumed his an-
cient pose as champion of the German princes
against an Emperor who was trampling upon their
constitutional rights. " I know very well," he owned
to Prince Henry, "that it is only our own interest
which makes it our duty to act at this moment, but
we must be very careful not to say so." Few volun-
teers, however, declared themselves on his side.